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HENRY SHARTON HOUSE NEB
. #
~

Location: 709 South Ist Street, Lincoln, SE-LINC
Lancaster, Co.s Nebraska : Lo -
(South Bottaoms Historic District)

Present Quner: City of Lincaln

Bresent Occupant:  Vacant

Present Use: Vacant

Statement of

Significance: Tne Henry Sharton house is clasely

associated with the predominant
Volga-German cul ture of the South
Bottoms Historic District. It
represents a particularly interesting
apisade in the Valga—-German—-American
architecture of the district,
representing hoth 1n its original
construction, and its later re-building,
explicit Volga—German architectural
preferences.

HMISTORICAL INFOGRMATION

Nerth six and one-fourth feet of 10, Eaton’s Subdivision, City
af Lincaln

1888

1888

1894

1901

Flat No. 434 June 8, 1888, Book 2 page 204, Lots 1-12
Annie J. Eaton & 0. W. Eatan

to

the public

Deed June 24, 1888, Book S9 page 394, Lots 3-F (plid
Annie J. Eaton & 0. W. Eaton

to

Lindoln Pgttery Co.

$10,000

Warranty Deed February 13, 1854, Book 83 page 223
Lats 3-9 (p)1l0

Lincoln Pottery Co. et al

to

First Mational Bank, Lincaoln, Nebraska

3,000

Sheriff’s Deed May 20, 1201, Book ¥l page 3I7°
Lots 3-2 (p)lQ

B. S. BranSon, Sheriff

to

First Natignal Bank, Lincaln, Nebraska



13201

1903

1203

1304

19046

1911

17948

1980

$F035°

South Bottoms Historic District
HABS Na. NE-43-C F,z

(Bought at public auction after FPaotiery Company

defaulted on payments)

Quitclaim Deed June 20, 1901, Book 103 page 301

Lots 3-9 (pJlo

First NMational Bank, i:inco
to

Webster Eaton

In

Warranty Deed July 3i, 1908, Book 127 page 40,

Lots 7-9 ()10

Webster Eaton & Wife (Nell
to

Frederick Hanneman

$4B7 .30

ie)

Martgage July 31, 1905, Book 144 page 34, Lots 7-%

(plioQ

Frederick Hanneman & Wife
to

lL.azard Cahn

$3350

(Celia)

Release Book August 1B, 1204, 137 page 614,

Lots 7~9 (p)lo
Lazard Cahn

to .
Frederick Hanneman

Warranty Deed August &, 1904, Book 134 page 133

Lots 7-9 (gir10
Frederick Hamneman & Wife

- to

Henry Scharton
$B25

(Eelial

Relinguish Agmt. May 12, 191l, Baok @ page 330,

Lots (p)B,9, (p)lO
Henry Scharton
to

Chicagos Burlington & Quincy Railroad

200

Railroad grade causing water damage to property

Award Certificate June 23,
Lats (p)B,%,(p)10
Department of Assistance
to

Katherine Stroh

Assistance Lien PAugust 340,
Lots (p’B,9, (p)iQ
Lancaster County Beoard

to Katherine Stroh

1948, Book 499 page 33B,

19460, Book 7B2 page 307,



1965

1973

197&

1978

1978

1978

198&

198&
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Award Certificate November 23, 19465, Boock 922 page 399,
Lots (p)B;?: (p) 10O

Department aof Public Welfare

to :

Katherine Stroh

Notice June 1B, 1973, 8Boaok 73 page'9435, Lots
(p)B’gp(p) 10
City of Lincaln

ta
Howara W. Lehl
Building inspectian - "Is a dangerous building under

section 302 of the Dangerous Bulilding Cade.”

Sheriff’s Deed July 27, 1974, Book 7& page 202%94%,
Lats (P)B,F,(p)10

Lancaster County Sheriff

to

Howard W. Lehl

%50

Mortgage August 25, 1978, Book 78 page 22381,
Lots 7-9 (p)10Q

Howard W. Lehl & Wife

ta

Eagle State Bank

$10,000

Release Octaober 3, 1978, Back 7B page 2&448,
Lots 7=-9 (p)10 '

Eagle State Bank

to

Howard W. Lehl & Wife

Martgage August 25, 1978, Baok 7B page 264469,
Lots (pYBsF,(p)10

Howard W. Lehl & Wife

to

Eagle State 8ank

- %$10,000

Warranty Deed, March 23, 198&, Book 8& page 231,
Lots 7=%9 (p’10

Howard W. Lehl & Patricia Lehl

tao

City aof Lincoln

14,5000

Release March 24, 19B&s Book Bé& paée 25180,
Lats 8-2 (p)lo

Eagle State Bank

ta

Howard W. Lehl & Patricia
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2. Date of Erection: Before 1906.

3. Alterations and Agditions: Architectural evidence suggests
that the house underwent numerous physical changes although
precise seguences and time—-frames may be impossible ta determine.
Four construction episodes are revealed in the material evidence.

The first episcde is the constructiaon of a narrow, two-roam
dwelling currently comprising the narth one—half of the main care
of the present house. The evidence suggests that it was built
elsewhere; possibly mearby on 137 I Street, and moved to the
present site to make way for the new Chicaga, Burlington and Quincy
Railroad main line. The distinctly nom—right angles of . the walls
suggest that the house "racked” slightly during the mave, and

that the foundations were built to accommodate this condition.

The bBrick—nagging alsa suggests a mineteenth century construction
date.

The second construction episode appears to be the kitchen "wing®.
Primary evidence results from the precise east-west alignment Gf
the kitchen with the "original" twa roams and the corresponding
nan-right angle "racking of the walls”.

Episade three involved the addition of the southern tier of rooms
to the northern tier, creating a new main body for the house.
This and the final episade of construction may have accured
between 1713 and 1927, This tier aof roams may have bheen somewhat
taller than the griginal thus necessitating the addition of
appraximately 47 cm of height to the original two-room sectian.,
Studs arnd a new plate were added to the top of the original plate
in the bBrick mogged section. The cld gable roof was remowved, and
a new, steeply-pitched hipped roof was built to unite the two
constructions, creating a totally new image for the house.

The final episaode consisted of the construction of the mud-porch,
including the stairway to the basement. This episode marked

a change in use of this space from a cellar, with trap-doar
access through the kitchen flaar, to anm internal summer kitchen
with access via stairway. It seems likely that the kitchen
flue was rebuilt at this time, since the flue had toc be extended
to pick up the vent in the summer kiftchen. The summer beam may
have been inserted at this time also, since it rests upon the
flue support at its west end.

At some time subsequent ta the fourth episade, an enclosed
closet was inserted into the mud-porch space. The wallsg of the
closet were sheathed with car siding. Presumably at about

the gsame time, car siding was placed &s a ceiling material

in the summer kitchen,

A firal remodeling occurred c.1938 in assaciation with

the installation of indoor plumbinmg. A toilet room was created
by. adding a drywall partitionm in the central of the northern tier
af raooms, creating hallway access to the kitchen from ‘the front
part of the hause. A sink was alsc placed on the east kitchen
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wall at this time.

4. Historical Events and Persons Assgglated with the Structure:
It is probable that Frederick Hanmeman maved the ariginal twao-
rogm portiorn of the house fto this site in 1904. it was
purchased by Henry Scharton the same year and he lived at the

house on and off until taking up permanent residence in 1913.

According to the 1910 Census Mr. Scharton,s listed as a widower,
lived at the residence with his mother and five children. He had
immigrated to the United States from Russia in 1891 and was
living in Lincoln by 18%97. By 1913 he had remarried and brought .
two step—-children and another child of his own into the home.
According to the 1213 Census Scharton had spent five years in the
beet fields amd was working for the Chicago, Burlingtan and
Quincy Railroad.

after Henry Schartan’s death his widow lived in the house until
1945, The Stroh family lived in the house fram 1947 to 19464
after which it stood vacant. .

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

t. Argnitectural Interest and Merit: The Henry Scharton house
isg an exceptionally slgn1f1cant manifestatiaon of Valga—-German
culture in the South Bottoms Historic District. It is ane of the
finest examples of the characteristic German—-Russian four-roam
plans in the cammunity. OFf particular note is the complex
histary of changes made to the house which provide caoampelliing
testimony to the additive and reconstructive nature aof folk
building practices in the community. While the additive nature
of Tolk building practices has received considerable attentian
nationwide, that of recanstruction has not. The Scharton house
reveals the skill with which folk builders did rebuild, producing
a second generation dwelling which was as culturally distinct a
product as was the original construction.

2. Conditign af the Fabric: ?oor ({to be demolished).

3. Summary Description: The Henry Scharton house is a ane-stary
rectangular mass measuring eight and one-half by seven

meters, covered with a steeply-pitched hipped roof. Extending
from the rear (west) i a lower kitchen wing with gable roof, to
which is attached on the south an enclosed shed-roofed mud-porch.

The entire house rests on a raised foundation.

4. Description of Exterior: The main body of the hause is
oriented latltudlnally, the longer dimensign farming the

front (east) facade. The front is symmetrically arranged in
three bays, with the entrance in the center. A& frontal shed-
roofed porch extends nearly across the full facade, supparted on
four turned columns and two pilasters. Above, in the roof, is a
large pediment dormer, decorated with a cornice and fish-scale

shingles, and containing a single, central window., A diminutive
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dormer with small window is located an the wast slope of the
roof,

Exterior walls are sheathed in clapboard thnroughout, and are
enhanced at the carnmers with plain board pilasters. A wide boardg
tornice and water table complete the wall treatment aof the main
gtore. . Windows are double-hung of ane-aver—-aone configuration.

Structurally the south one-half of the main coare and rear kitchen
wing are of simple wood frame construction. The north one-half
of the main core is constructed of full dimernsion 4X? em studs
spaced on 41 cm centers, with the spaces in the perimeter nogged
with brick. Floor joists are full-dimension Sx13’s, spaced
variously on 37 toc &5 cm centers.

Most of the foundations consist of sandstone below grade topped
with three courses of concrete block. A small sectiaon of more

recent date (enclosed mud-porch) is constructed of hollaw clay

tile topped with concrete block. :

5. Description of Interior: Only a crawl space exists under the
main core of the house. The area beneath the west wing has been
excavated to a low room height. Remnants of a brick floor, car

siding onm the celling and some small patches of original paint an

the interior wall surfaces indicate that the room was finished.

The main level of the gore is a simple four rcom plan, the rocaoms
being nearly equal in size. The south tier, slightly larger than
the narth, contains a farmal parlor on the frant and informal
living area behind. The north tier contains a bedroom, bathroom
and very narrow, steep boxed stair to the loft. The wing
extending from the rear {west) of the core and aligning precisgely
with the north tier of roams cantains the kitchen. This wing
also contains a mud-porch and stair ta the basement. Regular
door apenings provide access between rooms, except Between the
southern two rooms where a wide opening, complete with curtain
rod, provides access.

Interiar finishes caonsist of lath and painted plaster. Woadwork
i1s plain and is also finished with paint. The kitchen is more
elaborate, exhibiting beaded-board wainscoting topped with a
molded chair rail. A cupboard is built inte the sauth wall of
the kitchen, borrowing space from the mud-porech. A BbBrick chimney
flug runs fraom floar to ceiling along the west kitchen wall.

o S Sy i e s ——— e T e i S

in the northwest portion of the Jouth Bottaoms Historic¢ District
and faces east on South lst Street.  The property 1s bounded by
the Popp-Fries house (documentation included) on the north, a
vacant lot on the west and the Waorster—-Gert house
{documentation included) an the seuth.

None of the autbuildings, shawn on a 1927 Sanbharn map, currently
exist.
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